PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION
By I_UCy

INTRODUCTION

Think of an average twelve year old gir'. This girl can t stand school, and only because she is Fai'ing
atit. Many think she is Failing at it because she is dumb, stupid or slow. Now, she has started to
think that too. But no one knows that she is not dumb, stupid or slow, she is just not able to learn
traditiona”y and that is the way her school has taught her.

So imagine a twelve year old gir| who thinl( tlnat thinl(s she wi” never succeed, Ioecause sr]e is doing
poorly in school. Now imagine if this girl was told or realized that it was simplyjust the way she
learned and that she would go to co”ege someday and become successful business woman if she was
taught in the right way. However if not, she will most liLe|y end up |iving in her parentsy basement
while she lives off of them for food and money. This is exact|y why she must rely and Fight for

progressive education to lwe|p her succeed.

Progressive education is a new way of Iearning that is more interactive and meets the needs of varis
|earners. ﬂ\e traditional type oF |earning may worL For many students put it does not worL 1Cor some

and these people are not |earning in some or all supjects.

Progressive education is largely important to the United States, because many of the children in our
country are Fa”ing behind in school. For example, statistics show that 48% of schools in the United
States did not show enough progress to meet government standards And nearly 1.1 million students
(Jrop out of school each year and 2 out of 3 eighth graders can't read properly. This must change and

| am trying to ca” For change l?y drawing attention to the need For more progressive eclucation.

EXPLAIN THE ISSUE

l am researching progressive education, ] have |earnt that Finland has one oFtr}e Ioest eclucation

systems in the world, | have also learnt that they are using progressive education. ln many oF the



articles | have read they say that the United States should also be using Progressive education much
more than we already do. The United States is number eighteen on the list for the best education
systems in the world while Finland was number six. out oFtwenty—three Since 1983, over 10 million
Americans have reached 12th grade without having learned to read at a basic level. | am trying to
c,nange this, on drawing attention to this issue.

Progressive education is in p]aces like lta|y, United King&om, Australia and Finland. The United
Kingdom was number three on the ran|<ing. In the United States this issue is huge because in some
p|ace peop'e wouH |9e lucl(y to have sohoo|, never mind how they teach it. The New Yor|< city
government has laeen spen&ing more and more on the education system so that shovvs that they are

c|ear|y trying to ma|<e a diFFerence in the education and the way we Ieam.

People are saying many different t,nings about progressive education but this is some of the
examp|es. Many people say that progressive education will create well rounded kids and would
increase critical thinldng and people also say that they love progressive education and they also love
how the schools that their children went to had “out of the box thinldng” and no grades or homework.
But others say that if you embrace progressive education you will end up Aisappointed. Even though
the government is spending more and more on the education systems each yearthe government is
still exploiting progressive education and the school systems on not dedicating more money and time
to our schoo| systems. |1[\they dld this they coul& help the Unitecl States schoo| system and a” the
children that are Fai|ing at it.



CURRENT EVENTS

Many teachers love progressive education and use it in their classroom. For example some schools
that use progressive e&ucation inc|ude: The Putney Scl‘nool in Vermont, Ethical Cu|ture Fieldston
School in the Bronx and the Wingra school near Vermont. This is one of the loig things happening in
progressive education, just using progressive education like these schools. The worst thing
r\appening in progressive |earning right now is not using progressive methods, This continues to hurt
childrens learning. If children can,t learn learn they believe that t,ney are not smart because they may
not have any otr]er way to Iearn. 30 years ago our country had tr]e |argest graduation rate ancJ now
we are are number 18 on that list out of 23. One reason for the drop is the lack of progressive
education. |f more students can learn in more creative, hands—on, inquiry—loased ways we would have
less dropouts and more students who felt successful at school. ]magine the changes they would be

aHe to mal<e in their lives.

A|so, hftrwe 1.8 mi”ion I’Iigh sc,nool dropouts had graduated in 2010 we Wou|<J ]nave seen $337 |9i||ion

more in earnings in the course oFtheir IiFetime, this wouI(J help the economy. Can you imagine t]ne

money we are losing in the future and the money we have lost in the pastz

Not everyone IiLes rogressive education and not everyone ever wi” laut the majority can pe

y prog y jority
persuaded. There are many welasite that show their dis]iLe For progressive education, Iout there are
a|so welosites tr]at show t]nere love progressive education. ﬂ\is is w]nat | am trying to promote, love

for progressive education.

METHODS OF CHANGE

Current]y there are not many progressive education organizations but there are plenty of
organizations for education in general. There are two organizations | will be ta“<ing about the first
one is DonorsChoose a g|opal/|oca| organization that gives teachers a chance to show things that
they need to help the students thrive, but can t aFFord, like supplies or a field trip. Teachers go to the
Donorschoose welosite an& te” otr]ers exact'y what t,ney nee& and the reasons wr]y. The various

(Jonors can choose wraat speal<s out to them the most ancl then they can can also crroose how much



they would like to donate. Teachers can he|p promote progressive education loy asldng for
techno'ogy that students can use to experience learning or ask for any form of progressive
education. The second organization is pencils of Promise, Pencils of Promise gives kids around the
world qua|ity eduoation, loy building schoo|s {:or students, S0 that they can grow up to lje qua|ity

women and men. For progressive education to happen they First must have accesstoa school.

What are Middle school students in the United States Joing to help education pro|9|emsz Many
student around the United states have helped Africa to make sure they have proper education and
India to he|p women get the right to school. But this is a difficult question for me because
progressive education is most|y about c,nanging the way we learn in the United States, so its hard to
find ways that Middle school students have helpe& themselves with the way they learn. Children
around the united states have donated plenty of school supp|ies to kids living in poverty that can
bare|y afford to go to school or have donated money to charities who can help. Thisis a great first
step. You can help on going these organization websites and donating to the education of tomorrow.

Also once more children are taught using progressive methods they can he|p promote it too.

CALL FOR ACTION

Has this report inspired you to do somet,ningz

Organization How you can ke]pz Contact information

Donorschoose A” you have to clo is choose a http://wvvw.&onorschoose.org
project that speal(s out to you /
and then donate a sumcient

amount oF money..

Pencils of Promise This organization believes that http://penci]sonromise.org/
everyone should have quality
education. So they build

school IouiHings for the less

Fortunate.




Room to read

He'ps l(ids in countries |i|<e
lndia, Camloodia and south

Arrrica have access to pooLs.

http://www.roomtoread.org/

Everylﬁody V\/ins!

\/olunteers come in and sit
(Jown with the students For an
hour andjust lwe|p them read.

http://everyloodywinsny.org/

l_it\/\/orld

A gloloal organization that
teaches Lids how to read and

write.

http://www.litworld.org/

| want to get the imrormation aloout the importance 01C progressive education to a” Families and

students. l may consider creating a Iooo|<|et, Hyer, ora wepsite. My mother is a runner, so next

time she isin a race, | may asL herto run 1Eor progessive e&ucation. ] a|so enjoy drawing. So, |

could make a bunch oHrawings and ask others who like to draw to make images, too. We can use

those images to l‘ne|p maLe posters to promote progressive eduoation.

CONCLUSION

In this report, | have tried to show you that progressive education is needed in tpe

United States and around the world. This report shows ways that you can help, What

peop|e think of progressive education andjust proves in general that you should Lrelp. |

wou|c1 rea”y appreciate hf you spent time he|p the children oF donatecl to one Fthe

provide(J organizations or find one on you own. ltis so easy to save a childs future.

RSAnimate
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